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. Oninx, Christian County, Mix, Deo. 10.

' Por the first tlmo slnoo the organization of
' this county there is a probability of legal

, hanging within Its limits. Four men are bow

In the county jail who have, alter a Ions; trial,
keen found entity of murder in the first ds--

, 021BX JAtL.

I, sreo. Their eases weretakon to the Bnpreme
curt for Anal adjudication and th Bentenoes

eftrro of them hare been atHrmod. The other
' two sentences will be affirmed, for the eases

are precisely alike. Then, unless the Gov-

ernor Interferes, the men will be harmed. The
'

,, date set for tho first execution Is December 23.

i These four men who are now statins death In
she face were the leaders of the Christian
county branohot the widely known Bald Knob--
bete of the Ozark Mountains. Their names
are David Walker. William Walker (father and
son), John Mathews, and Wiley Mathews (ancle
and nephew). The orlme for which they wsro

5
. oonvleted was the murder of Charles Oreen

'V and William Edens. This act was so atrocious
I ' that a community arose and ln- -
L" roked the aid of the dill law, and the Said

.: Enobber organization disappeared. Whether
ftwas destroyed remalne to be seen.

' Bat before this was done thirteen other men
bad lost their lives through trouble growing

; ; ent of this organization, three men and three
- women bod boen wounded with bullets, and

' two women and an unknown number of men
'.i had been unmercifully whipped. From brood--
, Job; OTer the trouble In which hor husband bod

j been involved, ono wife of a Bald Knobber went
L i; " crazy; and after fatally crushing the skulls ef

V two ot her children with a hammer, she out her
5," own throat with hor husband's razor, and died
1 Within two minutes.

j Nor Is this history one of bloodshed only, for
the Enobber chief lost bis life through hisv

C oonneetlon with a mountain romance. In which

f' his chief lieutenant was the hero, while the
W Uentenant of the Christian county branch was
(: lured Into the road that leads to death on the

'. gallows by bis sweetheart.
. Of the homes that hare been destroyed, and

; Ot the wires and ehildren that have been re--

. ducedto pitiful wont and misery, no account
' can be writton. Their number la lesion, their
s condition beyond description.

't, In the presence ot this story the tales ot the
steeds ot the White Caps in Indiana, and of the
Hatfleld-McOo- y feud in the wilds ot the Hie

L' Bandy, as already faithfully told In Ton Bum.

;' dwindle Into tnslcnlilcance.

i? MJST COTOTT.
' CHAPTEB t,
ft I tob onrant or ths juxd bhobssb mix,

, The Bald Knob Society originated In Taneyf pronounced Tawney) county. In the language
, j., of Parson Deaalson, an opponent It was "a

--L" beam-eye- d society for 'the eradication of
iv, motes.'' Tho man who conceived the Idea and

become the Grand Chief of the order was Copt.
' N.N.Kinney. He lived onaronoh nearFor- -

y?-'- 'j eyth, the county seat. Kinney was a remarka- -
.' ble man In several resnoots. He was 6 feet 6

-, Inches tall, but was so well proportioned that
" . Bo one would have thought him so tall unless

i- - be wore standing by an ordinary r.

!fr CUT. BJHHXT.
jK"'. He welched 290 pounds ordinarily. He had a
rit' Us head with plenty of aotlvo brains. He was
Jf?V fclack haired and black eyed, and as handsome
v; u he was ble He bad been n Captain Irfthe
Q Union army and a special frontier acent of the

Post Office Department, where bo Is said to
have killed several men who at one time and

r another resisted arrest for holding np stages.
. Finally he came to Sprlngtleld.where ho openod

saloon. It Is said to havo been a Tory popu-a- r
!t saloon. With the money he mode In selling
Iquor he bought a square mile ol lanu down in

, Tunoy county and stocked it with cattle, sheep,
J and hoes, uud there lived the life of a ranch- -
' man. Ho was about 48 years old when he went

V .to Taney county. He bod two children, ahoy
and n clrl. both young, and a stepson. J. A.
De Long, who is now eultorof tho Tanrv OoutUu
Jfmbi and l'rosaautlng Attorney of the county.

Capt. Klnnoy did not find society In Tunoy
, county exactly to bis lilting, in a formal

! statement concerning tho origin of tho Bald
ainobbora. uioilo a uhort tima before he was

i ahpt to iloatb, be said :
( Bo far as I could learn, tho history of Taney

- county bad d of lanlessooss and
U disregard of social proprieties. When I csma

here some four years ao(1883)lt was common
j . for men to live with women to whom they had
!, never been married. Why, one old Mormon- -
t . . Uk' neighbor toot six womon. Then thecounty was 112.000 In debt, and bad not even
t a plank to show for it. Tho money bod simply

v imco ,etolu. That wasn't nlL Oror thirty
men hod been shot to death in the county
plnoo the war, and not one of the murderers
had boen DunUhod by tho ch 11 authorities.

4 Well. I bad come here to lead a retired and
, quiet life, but I could not rerraia from express- -

a' ing my opinions of such things, and I cunnot" refrain now. The cqmeuuenoo was that men
.. tame, to me. and said;
' '"Kluner. you hod better look out --Thuepo Wo don't llko your talk, and you bad better

wslow or you wUijcet It In the neck.
' "1WelLIsala.rhaveha4eomeexpeilen60

fajttrUa,aJwlt.aBa X say thtM.thtBJBV

shonld be condemned, and X propose to con-
demn them.'

- 'The best men In the oonnty gradnally
drifted to my side, and It became a war be-
tween civilization and barbarism.'

That people wero grossly Immoral, that the
county nad boon robbed, and thnt many de-
liberate murders the number ie estimated all
the way from thirty-tw- o to forty-tw- o had been
committed and no one punished for them even
by Imprtsonmont, nre undisputed foots. It is a
matter or record that when In 1883 two

burglars Irom St Ixrals drilled down
through Taney county and robbed the county
treasury at Forsyth of 13,000. and were artor-WAt- tl

convicted and sentenced to the peniten-
tiary for two years each. No man hsd been
sentenced to the penitentiary from Taney
county in twonty yoars before on any account
When Capt Klnnoy talkod In public about
those things the county offlotals retorted that
he was not. as an keoper from the
slums of Springfield, t propor censor ot Taney
county raoraK People ftdually took sides
with either Kinney or the officials. Among
those officials were Thomai A. Layton, County
Clerk: Sampson Barker. Donuty Clerk: John
Motley, Sheriff, and T. 0. Rpelllnc. Prosecuting
Attorney. The Bald Knobbers of Taney county
say that Spelling was simply weak, and per-
mitted criminals to go unpunished beeause
tho gang that elected him and held tho othor
ofilces mado him do it

As the broach widened, Cnpt Elnnoy, from
his experience on the frontier, saw tho neces-
sity ot organisation If he was to llvo In the
county In security. Ills friends say that ho
wantod an organization to preserve order and
enforoo tho civil law. Ills enemies say that he
wantod a gang under him for his own aggrnn-dlzomo-

and incidentally lor his own safety.
rery man ownod arms ot somo sort and car-rlo- d

them always in Jhoso davs ond everyone
does now for thnt matter, whllo the arms of to-
day am much better than any carried then.

Ilnvlnir AonnluilAfl that fin waa I

necessary. Cant Kinney talked tho matter over
with povornl of his friends. Among thorn wero
Bon Price. Lawyer J. J. Brown (now of Ozark).
J. M. JJverott. and Yell fcvorott " Yeirls only
n nickname, his Initials being B. V., but be is
known to overybody In Taney only as Yoll. His
name Is significant of ono of his most promt-no- nt

habits. Editor Patterson of the Horns
end Farnu the county papor at Foravth. was
also consulted, nnd ho approved tho Idea, The
consultations wero bold at nrivato houses dur-
ing noelal visits, and for a time nothing mora
than an agreoment among friends to use thoir
Influence as citizens anil property owners to
havo criminals punlshod whon the erldonco
warranted it was contomplated. But within n
month nftor tho agreement was madencilmo
was oommlttod which convinced theso men. so
they now pay. that thoro was no hopo of

a orlmlnal of any lnfluenco In tho coun-
ty by the ordinary moans adopted by xbod citi-
zens in ordinary ways, Tho oppo-
nents of the Bald Knobhore In Taney county
eny thnt tho was turned Into
nsocret socioty to avengo tho death of one of
the organisation's members, who. they say. was
shot in a fair light

CHAPTEB IL
ras iruBPKB or 3. u. bvebett.

Among Capt Einnoy's bost frlonds In For-
syth, the county seat of Taney county, was J.
M. Everett Ho Is now BDOkenof among the
Knobbers as "a prominent merchant of tho
town. In tho liquor buslnoss." The friends of
the man who kUiod him say he was running " a
gin mill llko Capt Elnney's in Springfield bod
been, nnd that the two men wore toughs
together," Everett's saloon was on the east
side of the publlo square in Forsyth. It was a

mum'a tuooir,
deep one-sto- building that had been built fora country store. There were two rooms front-
ing the street tho sldo room under the low
shed root being occupied by a billiard table.
The bar was In the main part of the building.

On t)ept 22. 1883. Al Layton and 8am Hull
wero playing billiards In Everett's placo for the
drinks. At the ond of eaoh game they took
whiskey straight It is asserted that the
whiskey was homemade and duty froo. The
Bold Knobbers deny this. No one denies thattho quality ot. the whiskey was ot the eort
callod forty-ro- d.

After three or four games, Hull " got It on toIjiyton In a way that he doepised." as his
frlonds Bar, and Layton started In to teach him
that no cheating would be tolerated among
gentlemen. Both men were good lighters, but
Hull began to take tho part of tho instructor,

I rather than that of the pupil. Then Layton
"dmwhisgun." which hero moans that he
drew hie revolver.

Then Saloon Keeper Everett jumped on him
and throw him down. In fighting, the men had
come from the billiard room, through tho bar-
room, and out on the veranda, it was hero
that Layton was downed.' I don't 'low to hurt ye," said Everett as he
pinioned Layton down on the floor of the norcb.

1 aim to keep yo out o' trouble. I haln t got
any woepon about me, Al, and ye know I
wouldn't use It ef I hod.''

There was a gang of interested spectators
looking on at the time. Three or four advisedLayton to give up bia revolver, as he lay on tho
lloor. and promised that he should not be
molested further if he did so. but this ho
steadily rofusad to do. Finally ono of the
spectators said to Everett:" Let him up, Jim."

Everett mado tho mistake of doing this at
once and without taking any precautions for
his own safety. Layton got up. knocked the
dust partly off ot his clothes, and then, witha wicked smile on his face, raised his pistol and
shot Everett through tho heart Everett fell
over against the double doors of the billiard
room so violently thnt they worn broken in. As
tho doors gave way. Layton II rod a second snot
Into Everett, nnd then, whirling partly around,
shot Yell Everott through tho right shoulder,
Kinking him yell louder than be bad ever done

tho witnesses say, and that was pretty
loud.

Shoving his revolver into a bolster, Layton
leaped from the veranda into the saddle on a
horse that was standing boforeit and, clap-
ping spurs to the horse, galloped out of town.

"Uo didn't have no call tOBboot. as I knows
on," said a speotator, ''but," ha added with
unconcealed admiration, "It was done damned
slick."

At the next session of the Grand Jury. Lay-to- n
was Indicted in due form. Capt Kinney

was one of the Grand Jury. Layton came In
and surrendered, and was admitted to ball, as
Is usual In this part ot Mlsnouri In such cases.
At the October term of the Clrouit Court hewas tried.

Ho pleaded that bo was "one In peril:" that
ho bolleved the Kverotts and Hull wero trying
to kill him. It la oharged thnt County Clerk
Thomas Layton. who was the murderer's
cousin, and Sheriff John Mosley. who was a
close friend, bribed the Prosecuting Attornoy
to be easy with the murderer, and that they
then plied the hirors with an unusually good
quality of whlBltey and mado thom drunk, and
that while In this condition they brought in a
verdict of not guilty on Oct 18, 1834. There Is
no proof of bribery, and Spelling was probably
not bribed. It is admitted that the Jury got
drunk.

The Bald Knobbers say tho acquittal of Al
Layton mode a tremendous Bensatlon through-
out the county. The rost say the sensationwas confined to the friends of the dead saloonkeeper, and that Evorett's whiskey caused the
whole trouble anyhow, The sensation, how-
ever big or small, whs the Inciting cause ot theorganization ot the Bald Knobbers as a secret
society.

UUAFTEIl in.
OnalNUID A3 X BXCBIT Boum't.

It Is commonly believed throughout this
country that the first meeting of the Bald
Knobbers as a secret organization was hold on
the big bold peak that eventually gave Its name
to the oclety. The fact Is that thirteen men
met In Forsyth first at the ealoon formerly

, owned by J. M. Eterett but which was then
run by bis brother Yell. Those who are super-
stitious will seo In the number who wore pres-
ent a portent of what .was to coma. Among
the charter members were Cnpt N. N, Kinney,
Coi. A. H. leather. Yell Everott. J. B. Ilice, T. W.
Phillips, Capt J. It Van Unit, Capt I'. F.
Fickle. Lawyer J. J. Brown, O.K. Branson. J,
K. McIIaflle, and J. A. BoLong. Editor Patter-
son says be was notified to attend, but having
been told that it was to be mado an oath-boun- d

secret society, bo declined to do so. Thismeeting waa held In January. 1885. It was
there formally o ted, Cunt Klnnoy being In
the ohalr. to make the order secret. Lawyer
J. J, Brown was appointed a committee todraw
up tho form of an oath for roombors, and Capt
Kinney to preparotheoonstltutlonhnd s.

J. A. Do Long, who was Captalu of a com-
pany ot forty-lou- r Bald Knobbers afterward,says tho next meeting was bald on the groat
bald peak, tho bold knob of tho county, which
Is situated about eight miles HOBt of Forsyth.
It was hold in April, but he declined to give the
day, which was April 6. Capt Kinney went
there alone very early in tho morning.

This peak was chosen becauso it oommandeda view of the country tor miles around, and no
one could got within hnlf a mile of the summit
from any direouon without being seen by any
onethero. Tho members wero thus enabled
to say that they mot openly where anyonecould
bee them, but the fact is that no one who had
riot been Invited was allowed to approach, and
three farmers who came uninvited were tola
that if they wanted to come in they must wait
until the next meeting. In Mr.' DeLonsrs paper
ot Sept 37, 1888ils an article describing thUllrst
mooting. He says, as a charter member,, that
Is accurate. . ,,

With (u ana trenUiaaa few of tat'aMt veatar-m- iapBteubM Ux seat ia UimlM tay sbcioiO

.! 'IL... "--
! fW

t ti etmlnr tty feral a tnn wfc ni typlul ot the
cut In wbleb thty rritxelltenl)it Thb u
Capb M. N. Kumar. man who to m Matins u tin
wm Ur.. yinnt la sum srd m striUht u an
nrrow. IU hndteen n p!oner nil hi Ufo. nnd wst thn
ewnerefaUrrecnttlnrnneb. and ld txin n toHrtr
from th depredations of the UiricMmtn who lafetted
the irtlfi nnUI rorbttrnnea ceued to he virtue. With
only n hif donn of the bell citizens ot the eonntrr
nronnd Mm he then and then planted the seed which

Into what Is Xnown u the ortultstJoa ot
Srew Knobbori.

Tho reforence to halt a dozen men going
there In fear and trembling makes tho oppo-
nents ot tho Bald Knobbors Bnort with disgust
They say that (ho men rode up to tho peak on
horseback, and that eaoh one was greoted by
Cant Kinney In person half way down the
peak. Whon all who hod been invited were
prosentthe throng numbered nearly a hun-
dred. Capt Klnnoy made them n spooch to
brace them up. Thin speech, as near es tbnso
who hoard it can recolleot, was a blood-stirrin- g

oration over tho bloody shirt of J. 'M, Everett
nnd tho crimes and Immorality that hod been
allowod to go unpunished. It ended thus:

What will become ot oar sons and dansbtersf Our
live, onrpropenr. n1 onr liberty areal tuke. I

laney eonnty, tossy whelwe
ball da Shall we organlie ourietres loto a visitant

eornmlttee and so that when crimes are committed the
laws are enferoed. or ehali wn sit down and fold our
arms and qnlaUy snbmll 1

There was a motion In dne form that a " vigi-
lant commlttoo" be organized.

"Are you ready tortho question f said Chair-
man Kinney.

"Boys, she nops," said afaoetlous raemnorot
tho crowd. Tho saying is common enough
among tho mountaineors. but it struck tho
fancy of the crowd at this time, and " Boys,
sho pops." was thore&rter adopted as the "Aye"
ot tho mombers. This was the second time
they had agrood to organizo.

Lawyer Brown then brought ont the oath he
had prepared nnd read it over aloud. It was
uppixned by all. Then tho men Joined hands
In groups ot thlrtoen ouch and ropoatod It as
follows:

Do yoa. In the pretence of God and these witnesses,
solemnly ewesr that yon will never rsreal anr of the
ecorett of this order, nor communicate any part of It to
anr pernn or pereons In the known world, unless yon
are satisfied by a strict Itsi or In some lcsal war, that
thir are Iswully entitled to recelre them: that you
will conform end abide by ths rules and regulations of
Ibis order, and ouer all orders of sour superior oriicers
or any brother officer under whone Jnrlidlction you
may bo at the lime attached nor will you propone ror
membership or sanction the admlsilon ot any one
whom you have reasun to believe Is not worthy of
being a nor will yon oppose the ndmlsslnn ot
any one solely on a persona: matter. You shall re.

mil theft that U made known to you, and notfort any unreported on Recount of his botnff a blood
relation of yours: nor will yon wilfully report any one
through personal enemttr. Ion shalf recotmUe and
amwer aft slsns made by lawrul brothers, and render
tbem such ssMlstsncs as they msy be In need of, so far
as you are able or the interest ot your family will per-
mit: nor will you wilfully wrong- or derrsud a brother,
or permit It If In your power to prevent IL Hhould you
wllfullT aud Ibnwtnriv violate this oath In auy way,
yon subjei--t yourself to the Jurisdiction of twelve mem-
bers of this order, even If thctr decision should be to
hang you br the neck until you are dead, dead, dead.
80 help me Cod.

Although theso charter mombers took the
oath whllo clasping bunds, those subsequent-
ly luttlatod bnd a dlfforont sort of ceremony.
Charles Gravos, a member of the Christian
county branch of tho ordor. testified under
oath that whon he was Inltlatod ho was told,
before taking the oath, thnt once in the ordor
thero were but two ways to get out of It" Ono way was at tho muzzle of n gun and
tho othor at tho ond of a rope. Thoro was a
belt put around my nook representing a rope,
and a pistol put to my breast, and I was told to
hold my right hand up nnd put my loft hand on
my heart, nnd then the pledgo was admin-
istered."

Tho oath alone was tho product ot Lawyer
Brown. The claptrap ceremony was dovlsed
by Capt Kinney, who vory well know what
would ninko the deepest impression on tho
minds of the mountaineers. Having taken tho
oath, the assembly then considered what name
they should adopt It Is Bald that Mr. J. itVan Zandt who had been a member of ths
State Legislature, proposed the name of Bald
Knobbers. taking the Idea from tbo bald peak
on which they were standing. Bis suggestion
was adopted by vociferous acclamation.

Of course thore must neods be gripe, pass- -
Sords. Ac. Tho work of getting Into a

hold by day was nothing, for tho
members wero all personally acquainted with
each other. At night the Captain of the band
had to go to tho plaao of mooting first Then
as each member approachod ho was required
to whlstlo as long as posslblo without varying
the note. This done the Captain sold:

; Who goes there rBell." answered the member.
"Whose bell ?" asked tho Captain.

MybolL" One Knobbor told TUB I8cw re-
porter that the last answer was properly,
"lour beli." That was the original answer,
but " My bell " was subsequently used alto-
gether.

The first rulo for the governing of the ordor
proposed by Capt, Kinney was that nothing
should thereafter be written. No mnrk or writ-ta- n

sign was ever mado after tho oath had boon
committed to memory and the written doou-mo- nt

destroyed. The next rulo was that whenanything was to be done by tbo original organ-
ization or any ot its branches the matter had
first to bo referred to tho chief of the county
organization, who was to lay it before a coun-
cil oi flvo, and thus the course to be ptmuod
was adopted. This rulo very quickly loll intodisuse, however, nnd a majority oto of thosepresent decided what should bo done.

Whon work had to bo done masks wore noa-essa-

to prevent the victims from recogniz-
ing their assailants. It was lntonded. onemight almoBt Infer from the largo number of
dead and small number ot wounded, that notmany of tho victims should ever live to appoar
as witnossos against their assailants. Still

might and did happen, and masks wero
provided for. These were of two sorts, varying
only In the way they wero ornamonted. A black
cambric skullcap was first made that fittedover tho top of the hond and down to the s.

From this a flap depended over tho
faco and down to tho breast Holes wore out
for tho ores and mouth, and these holes wero
stitched nround, buttonhole fasblon, with rod
thread. Thenontopot the skullcap two cones
made of black cambric wero sewed, the bases
of the cones being stiffened with corks or plugs
of wood. Tho point of the cone bad a tassel of
red thread on it. The cone was from four to
Blx incnos long, and looked like a horn. Thona circle of wblto nalnt was drawn around theoyo and mouth holes, and streaks of white paint
to represent rudely a beard were drawn from
the mouth hole down to tho end of tho flap.
Some had co paint on them, howovor. Thenewly initiated members bnd to ray twenty-liv- e

cents each to the Captain ot the band for
the masks.

CHAPTEB 17.
TOE KKODBEBS EKQIN WOBK MtLSLT.

On Oct 7. IS34, when tho trial ot Al Layton
for killing J. M, Everett was just coming on, a
farmer, about 10 years old, named Amos Ring,
was shot dead by Newton W. Horrall, a young
man ot 23. Ring was living with young Her-rall- 's

mother, a widow, without having taken
tho trouble to marry her. Tho young man did
not like it Not that thero was any disgrace
attached in that community to the connection.
Jlerrnll was slmnly disgusted at his mother"
lack of.tasto in "taking up with a
Ring was not an attractive man to any one be-
sides Mrs. Ilerrall, and that was a luoky thing
for her son Newton.

On tho day of the killing the young man wentto the house where Ring and Mrs. Ilerrall
lived. .It was a log cabin, two miles up Whlto
Blvor from Forsyth. He hod told Forsyth peo-
ple that be was going to llx the old man assoon as ho could get an excuse for doing so.
fi,00116? "revolver with him. He had nodlflioulty in picking n quarrel, for bo no soonorbegan calling the old man obscene names thanthe old man picked up n stick of Btove wood
and told tbo young man to leave the placo ortake a good beating. Then Herrall gleefullypallodoutbls revolver and shot the old man
dead. One bullet did the lob Instantly.

The miserable old woman, tho mothor of theman, and the only witness of tho shoot-n- c.

went to Forsyth and had her son arrestedor murder. Ho was Imprisonod In Forsyth
Here he remained until April 7, The

Enobbors had organized on the big bald knob-tw-
days before, and wore noxious to let peo-

ple know that they had their decks cleared foraction with tho black nag flying over tbo toff-rai- l.
Accordingly, at 10 o'clock on tha nlrrht nf

the 7tb. they rode into town nearly 100 strong,
and. with military precision, formed a hollow
Bquaro about the jail. All were masked andarmed. A squad waited on the Sheriff andbrought him to the jail, where ho was orderedto onon tho door, that young Herrall might betaken out .and banged. The Sheriff.oll in a
tromblo or fear, begged them not to do It Atthis the prisoner began to understand thatthere was a mob without that proposed to hang
him. Throwing himself on the floor he began
to ecream Incoherently, but In a voice that was
heard half a milo away.

The Knobbers, howovor, had no Intention otdoing more than frighten him and tbo offlotals
this time, and so. alter gratifying their love otclaptrap by hanging a very Impresvlve nooseovor the door ot tho jail and another over theJudgo'H bench in the court houso hard by. they
formed inline and received and obeyed the or-
der:

"Break ranks, march."
Herrull obtained a change of venue to Greencounty at the next session of the court (August

term). Uebrokooutof the jail In the county
seat thero (Sprlngilold). but was alter it 3rd re- -,
captured, tried, convicted on his mother's tes-
timony, and sent to the State prison for four-toe- n

yiiara. This was the first crime com-mltt-

In Taney, county that had ever beenlawfully punished by more than two years1
imprisonment

CHAPTER V.
THH KN0BBIK3' jrittnT LYNCBTHO.

A number of years ago a family ot the namo
ot Taylor came to Taney county from Ken-
tucky, and settled In the most barren portion
of It on what la known as Nubbin Bldge. Their
boms was about flvo miles from Forsyth, and
was near tbo county road leading from For-
syth to' Ozark. .There wero four boys in thefamily, two of whom very soon acquired on evilreputation among the people of tne county,
Their names wcre Frank and Tubal. The old
man was of good repute, but Frank and Tubalwere given tq petty crimes of nil sorts, such aa
chicken stealing, flahtlng. nnd caxryuk con-
cealed weaconiT1
js5i9tr,ir B00! ynujsnJrd,irom thospffa hanhifct tha boy. u4

this sort of talk waa promptly resented by the
boys with fresh outrages. After a .while the
boys found that peoplo were afraid ot them.
It then became a habit with them whon coming
to town, to run tbetr horses down tne. road to
the publlo square, firing revolvers and yelling
like Comanchen or cowboys, and thus driving
everybody off the streets. It afforded the Tay-
lor boys no ond of amupoment. find sines no
greater damage was over done than tho break-
ing of a window or the splitting of a weather
board or shingle by a stray bullet no ono com-
plained.

But finally Mr. A. p. KInsee. a ranch owner,
tha III will of the boys by talking about

tern, and thoy took revenge by cutting the
tongues out of ihreo flno cows which ho bnd on
his place. Having. obtalnod proof that Tubal
Taylor did it, MnKlsseo had blm Indicted nnd
nrrostod. This was early In the year of 18Ht.
But as Tubal was brought into town ho broke
nway from tho officers nnd escaped in tbo
donse scrub oak bushes. Tho eearoh thnt was
made for blm was not of n vory vigorous sort
but It served tokoopthoyonngrascal in biding,
and that satisfied a majority of the poople.

Frank, however, contfnuod to take tha town
In tho old way, growing more bold. If possible,
ai tlmo passed, until ho varied his wild chsrgo
nround tbo square on entering tho town by
riding directly Intoone or another of the stores
that happened to havo doors open. Ho was ar-
rested once or twice for this and finod small
Bums.

Finally Frank got married to Miranda Gar-
rett, n Nubbin Ridge belle, who. like most other
Nubbin Ridge girls, thought Frank ono of the
most dashing berocs that Missouri had known
since the deceaso ot tho Jamos boys' gang. Tho
two set up housekeeping on goods bought on
credit of John T. Dickinson, who ran the Nubbin
Bidgp store. Mr. Dickinson charged the amount
to profit and loss forthwith, hoping to save bint-so- lt

further loss thereby.
Uut on April. 7. 1895. that being within two

months aftor Frank's woddlng, the young nan
called ot tho store for more goods, including a
pair of boots for his brother Tubal, who was
Btlll In hiding. Tho Bald Knobbora bad boon
organlzod In tho moan tlmo, with Bloktnion as
n member, and tho doings ot the l'avlor
brothors had not oscunod commont at the
Bald Knob meeting hold on April 6.' Mado
bravo by tbo backing ot this organization, Mr.
Dlftrlnann rnfnatfi.l tn tin hlfmlr mnllnrt. Vrftnlr
llcw into n passion. ,

Mr. Dickinson's store In In a log houso room
12x11 foot in area, and hns so much Mook in it
that thoro is room for but six customers
within. When Frank bad got through tearing
things to ptcues that day thero wnwt room for
ono except on top of tho ruins. Boore leaving,
l'rnnk said ho would kill tho mordant It com-plnl- nt

were mado nbout tho ruin wrought Thnt
did not scaro Dickinson, howovor. for tho next
day ho went to Forsyth, whoro tie Grand Jury
was In sosslon, and had tbo ysung man in-
dicted. ,'

On tho snmo day that Fraik tore up the
stock in Dickinson's store (April 7) his brother
Tubal surrendered to tho oncers in Forsyth.
He waa not immodlatoly imirisoncd. but was
hold In custody by a deputy sheriff. Whllo
standing in front of Everett's saloon, in the
aftornoon, Frank rods into-tow- fresh from
tho wrecking of Dloklnsonjs store. Stopping
before the saloon, he got ott the 'horse, whllo
Tubal jumped from the iigh veranda of the
saloon Into the saddle nn with a yell rods
awny. The Bald Knobbefj, It will be romem-baro- d.

came Into town thlt nlgbt(the7th)and
frightened young UorraS ball out of his wits,
It was becauso of the .talk about the Bald
Knobbors that Tubal rogrottod thnt ho bad
surrendered and took adrnntage of his brother's
arrival to leavo town, frank was arrested for
aiding a prisoner to osrape. but was permitted
to give ball, andfollowsd bis brother Tubal out
of town.

News travels with mysterious rapidity In this
wild region and withlt two hours after Frank
had been Indicted kt Forsyth for wrecking
Dickinson's store, or by 4 o'clock on the 8th.
he and his brothor lubol bad board all about
it Why they waited until next day for theirrevenge no ono knows, but they did. About a
o'clock In the aftertoon of tho 8th they wont
to Dickinson's store accompanied by Elijah
Hublett. ayoungckap who had "totodgrub"
to Tubal when he was hiding In the woods from
the ofllcors.

Frank led the way into tho store: Mr. Dick-
inson was seatedon a little bench by the store
find Mrs. Dickinson was standing behind a

counter on one side of thn room. Frank
walked to the 'bench where Dloklnson was
seated and sat down by him.

Howd y ?" said Jtrank pleasantly.
"Howd'y ?" replied Mr. Dickinson.
At that Instant Frank grabbed tho merchant

by the throat with his left hand, and with bis
right drew n revolver. Jamming
the revolver against his victim's mouth. Frank
pulled the trigger. The ball knocked out four
toeth and passed out through the neck. Then he
pushed Dickinson to the floor and fired another
ball into hiB right shoulder. Dickinson fainted,
and was supposed to be dead.

Meantime Frank's brothor. Tubal, and their
friend, Subiett had been firing at Mrs. Dickin-
son. Ono boll out tho end off ot a linger and
another grazed her neck, drawing blood. She
also fell ia a faint and then the boyslett They
supposed they bad killed both of them. Of
courso the boyB fled into the ravines of the
mountains.

As soon as the nows of the attempted as-
sassination reached Forsyth, and that was very
Boon, a messenger hurried out to Cant Kinney,
the Bald Knobbor chief. Thoro was a hurry- -

to and fro and a gathering ot all tbo mem-ie- rs

of the organization. Squads of mon wero
cent by overy possible route to head off the
criminals, who wero supposed to be on their
way to Arkansas. Other squads sooured the
ravines. It was beautiful spring weather, but
the treos wore In full leaf, and tho task of fer-
ritins out three men In a country that is noth-
ing but mountain and ravine, and is covered
With donso brush at that is not an easy one.

Howovor, tho work was dono thoroughly
under Capt Kinney's directions, and at tho
end of six days, or on April 11. the trail bod got
so hot thnt tho two Taylor boyB gave up all
hopes of escaping. Sublott was not found tor
several weeks, and was then sent to Spring-
field. Meantime, however, tho Taylor boys
bnd boon told that the Dickinsons wore not
oven dangerously wounded. They therefore
ooncluded to surrender to the Shorlff rather
than risk meeting a squad of Bald Knobbers.
Vi ord was sent to town, and Deputies T. II.
Toner and Llash Yeosy went out and brought
thom In. They wero lodged in one ot the two
cells of tho county jail.

This jail is a howed log hut 15 feot square.
Within and without the Iocs nre covered with
two-lno- h oak plank. Thero are two doors to
eaoh cell, an inner and nn outer door. Both are
of oak plank. The inner door Is covered with
boiler iron. Both doors nre eeoured with pad-
locks, the staples being mado of half-inc- h
wrought-iro- n rods..

At exactly 10 o'clock on the night of April 15,
tho Bald Knobbors, eevontv-nv- e Btrong, gal-
loped down the river and Into tho publlo
Mur.ro. Every man was armed and masked.
Except when Capt Kinney gave an order, not
a word was spoken. The orders wero given In
an ordinary tone of voloe.

Tho Knobbors formed a hollow sauare nbout
the jail at first, nnd then the chief detailed a
number of men to serve as sentries about the
village the being sent away in pairs.
Ono man was sont to the blacksmith shop. He
returnod with two sledge hummers.

Everything bad been dono so quietly that the
firlsoners. although awakoned by tho arrival of

did not comprehend what was hap-
pening. When tho big hammers arrived they
learned right away. A member ot the troop
began to batter the padlock and staple on the
outor door. That first blow took all the
bravado out of the prisoners, if it did not dam-ag- o

the lock much. Tho Bald Knobbers wero
terribly in earnest this tlmo, however. Alter
a n blows by tho Knobbors who held
the sledgo hammers had failed to muke any
alanblo Impression on tho lock, the stalwart

chief grabbed nsledgo himself. Kinney was a
giant in strength as well as stature. At the
first blow the look split at the second the

cracked hulf oif, and at tho third the
odk flew ten feet away, where It- - was found

next morning, Tho twisted and broken pleoes
of the staple and a doep dentin the door ore
still pointed out to the wayfarer as tho work ot
the Knobbor chief.

With each blow of the sledge hammer the
prisoners within sereamed for help. Their
cries were heard all over tbo village, but no ono
not a member ot the Knobbers dared leavo his
home. When the outer lock was knocked
away, tho inner door was opened by prying out
thoetaplo. Tbo prisoners, now weeping and
screaming hysterloally, crawled undor theirrough plank bunk and shrank bock agalnittbo
wall, as II that would save tbem. They were
hauled out by the feet, kicking and clutching
at the boards of their bunk, and the aide raQ
of tho bnnkwas torn away by tbo despairing
grip of Frank Taylor boforo he was dragged
out of the celt

Once in the open air, they found two horseswaiting for tbem. The Knobbers pioked their
prisoners as bags of corn are handled, andplaced thom In the saddles. Their, feot wero
tied br ropes to the cinch straps, but not aotightly, the Knobbers say, as to make tho jour-ney painful. Then the Knobbers formed in
lino, with their victims la the middle, and
started up tho road that leads to Springfield.
The voices of tho prisoners begging for mercy
were hoard by the Forsyth poople growing
fainter as tho procession rode away, and finally
the sounds died out entirely. A few hod peered
out of their windows and seen tho prisonors
writhing about on the horses In torment, butno ono in the vllloco ever saw either prisoner
again ullvo,
it Is n lonely rood. It winds along between

tho monotonous scrub oak treos. with bousesat such rare intervals as to make the stranger
wondor whether there Is muob need of a rood
there nt all. Bo Bmall Is tbo timber that tho
Said Knobbers had to rldo nearly two milesoforethey could find a troo with limbs large
enough to Bustaln the weight ot two men. On
tho top of a rldao, howover, stood a tree
familiar to all ot them on account of Its size.
A long limb projected over the roadway about
fifteen feet above tho ground. Benoath that
tree the procession halted, The prisoners:
were asked If they bod anrthihgno say. and It
thoy wantod to pray to God for forgiveness
for their Bins. Their only answor was a con-
tinuation of their pitiful appeals tothe mercl-les- B

Knobbers. A rope was brought to the
front by one of tho Knobbers, A noose was
tied In each ond andlbon the bight of the rop
was tied to tho long oak limb above the road.Then, while tbo prisoners fought desperately
to prevent It n'noosa waa' placed around the
neck ot each, thourhit holdttptmhtti4aWsi

j
i
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root that bound their legs to the cinch strap,
were cast off and need .to Moure the arms ot
the prisoner,. Then , the .Knobbers pave a
yell, and ths horsos 6a which the prisoners
had been seated trotted away, leaving tbem
swinging to nnd fro and striking against eaoh
other, and IntertwJalng. their- - legs as thoy
straggled in tho thioes ofdeath.

It was fifteen mlchtos, the Knobbors say. be-
fore all signs of llii disappeared.. To a fow of
tho Knobbers It Riemed an. awful porlod of al-
most endless durAtlon; to the majority it was a
Spectaclo that Afforded a grim satisfaction.

wordvan spoken until thn boys wero
dead. Then aplacard was plaoed on tbo breast

one of thooorpsos. and tbo Knobbors wero
ormod In lltv and ordered to break ranks.
The noxt ivornlng the villagers wero astir nt

daylight, bit .no enrlior. They gathered In
knots aboyt the squnre, stared nt the broken
lock and staple, on the jail doors, and talkod
vaguely aid with n painful nnxlotf not to

anyone. Of 100 men who gathered there
two onlV wero found brave enough to follow
the trail of the horsemen. They were T. H,
Tony nod A..L. Parrlsh., On tho top ot the hill
thoy fsundtho two victims, with faeos distort-
ed nn limbs hanging strnlght down. On tho
breast of Tubal Taylor was tbo cover ot a big
pasuboard shoe box, on whloh hod been Vfrlt-ten- jn

rude Roman oharactors:

!' " BBWAn'iT " """'I
; These are the nrt Victims to the Wrslhe 1

Ostrafed ClUsens. store will follow,
TUB BALD R.NOnDBRS. :ItWhen these two men returned and reported

tho facts, Justlco qt tho Pence W. H. Jones and
a Coroner's jury led the way thither, and tho
bodies were cut down nnd brought to tho Court
House and laid out on a tablo. The jury con-
sidered the ctuio, learned what n great many
witnesses didn't know nbout tho case, and tbon
brought In as avordlct thnt, "Wo, tho jury,
find thnt Frnnk nnd Tubal Taylor oame to
their donth by hanging, nt tho hands of about
100 men, to this Jury unknown."

Tbo Taylor family was tbon notified to eome
and tako tholr dead, but this they refused to
do, nnd tho bodies wero burlod at the county's
expenso iu a tieglortad plot coiled Egllnton
Cemetory out on Nubbin Ridge.

Excont for Capt Kinney, who was recognized
br bis form, no una not with him then couldsay who did tho doty. The lynching had beon
done so secretly, and withal no unexpectedly,
that n tremondous sonsatlon was created. The
namo of Bald Knobbor booamo n terror to thocountry sldo for miles nround. nnd from that
time to this, excopt umong the families of Bald
Knobbors. tho namo is usod by foolish mothers
to frighten obstreporous children into obedi-
ence.

No one will say openly, even now. who took
part in tbo lynching, butevory ono of the mem-
bers of tho order mentlonod so far was 'there.
It Is rumored that tbo Hon. A. H. Brother, mem-
ber elect of tho Legislature, furnished tho rope,
and that Mr. Klssoe. whose cattle had boen
mutilated by Tubal Taylor, adjusted tho nooses
about tho nocks of tho victims.

Tho lynohlng roused tho fears of the friends
of what tbo Knobbors call tho old oonnty ring.
There wns so much fnellngon tho subject how-
ever, that men on both Bides sont out forwenpons of modern make, and no man ven-
tured away from homo unarmed. Thore was
little or no neutrality allowed In tho county.
Every citizen had to take sides In somo way.
and, having Inspired the countryside with fear
by bis secret society, Kinney became at onoo
the chief of tho larger faction. People floakod
to tho Knobber standard for It
Is interesting to noto that among those who
wero enrolled among tho Knobbers at tbo tlmo
of tho lynching and afterward wero three
Methodist, two Disciple, and two Baptist
preachers, as follows: Tho Rev. Messrs. van
Zandt Power. Spears, Owen, Johnson, Winkle,
and Smith.

Still, an the-victi- of ths Knobbers wero
acknowledged bad oltlzens, the matter of the
tyncbing would havo soon pnssodout of mind

Cant Kinney pot the Knobbers to
resolve that the thieves who bad run the county
Into debt and Btolen tho money should bo
brought to justlco. The thieves escaped by
adding another crime to tho record ot Tonercounty that ot arson.

CHAPTEB XL
TUB TLXSt COTJKTT COUAT 110TJBB BUB2TJED.

After the lynohlng of ths Taylor boys, the
Bald Enobbors held a number of publlo meet-
ings, at which the condition of affaire In the
county was dlsoussed. The publlo meetings
always followed seoret meetings on the knob.
At ono of these, held soon after the lynching, a
petition was drawn up and signed praying the
Clrouit Court to appoint a man of known In-

tegrity living In another county to examine the
Taney oounty books. Tho late Judge Gelgor
heard tho petition and granted it Along in
November, 1883, the man appointed went down
to Forsyth to get an Idea of tho amount of time
required for tho job, and thon appointed a day
early in January whon the Investigation should
begin. The ring ot county officers, according
to the Knobbers. consisted of County Clerk
Thomas A. Layton and bis assistant Sampson,
Sheriff John Mosley. Proeeoutlng Attorney T.
Q. SpeUlng, and County Judge J. J, Reynolds.
These men said they were vory glad to have
the stranger examine tho booka. because It
would show that the county affairs bod been
honestly administered, and thus tho Bald
Knobber slanders would be squelched.

But the investigation was never allowed to
take place. On tbo night of Sunday, Dee. 10.
1885, tho floors and stairway of the building
wero saturated with kerosene oil and a fire was
built In a closet undor tho stairway. Tho fire
was probably started at about 11 o'clock. At
midnight some citizen was awakened by an
unexpected light that shono In at his bedroom
window, and on looking out saw flames burst- -

every window on the north side of thoInpfrom Bofore very many people arrived the
roof was in flames.

Among the first to reach the building was
Thomas A. Layton, tho clerk. Ho burst In a
window on the south side of tho building, andalthough the room was nil on fire got out ono
book that happened to be lying on tho tablo
near that window. It was an abstract or the
titles of tho lands In Tnney oounty and tho pri-
vate property ot the man who rescuod It The
Bald Knobbers say that strange things do hap-
pen in Taney county, and that one of the
strangest of them is the circumstance that put
bo valuable a book In so convenient a location.

Everything else In the building was de-
stroyed. Thero was nothing left to investi-
gate, Tnney county must pay her dobt and
ehe Is paying It

CHAPTER VH.
X KILLEfO.

Meantime another man had been killed. He
was an opponent of the Bald Knobbers while
his slayer was a deputy ehorift who had been
Induced to join tho organization. Tho Mercer
family lived on Nubbin Bldge, not for from
tho old homo ot the Taylor boys, who were
lynched by tho Knobbers. They were accused
of stealing and a variety ot petty otfenoes.
Warrants wore Issued for two of them on a
charge ot dlstrublng publlo worship.

Deputy Sheriff Arter Kissel went to the cab-
in to arroBt them. Only one ot the family.
Buck Morcer, was at borne. Kissel tella the
story ot what followed. Mercer can't; he's
dead.

" Mercer saw mo coming down the hallway,
and got around behind the front door with a
double-barrelle- d shotgun. So I dodged around
the bouse to get the drop on blm through tbo
back door. Morcer honrd mo running, and
then just about that tlmo he found that he had
made a mlstako in his gun. The one ho had
was not loaded. The other ono leaned against
tbo wall near the book door. He dropped the
unloaded gun and ran for the other just as I
reached the bock door. But I was too quick
tor him, and shot him through the breast Ha
died at once."

As Klssee was an officer, no investigation
waa bold. Mercers friends burled blmln febackyard. Somoof the Knobbors sentwrd
to tbo othor Mercer boy to come in and0,8
his chancos on a trial or hang without or. He
cameln,andwaillnedt29." Tho matter made no stir." said Eilter Ds
Long, when asked about it I hadnrgotten
to tell you about It It was a ut af-
fair,"

'CHAPTER VIII.
AJtPUrW COXKUIDBN BUOT TO ysUXS ST 17011

BNOBBKB CH1EJ
The stranger; who visits nney county and

talks to ths Bold Khobberr and no on else
will gather the Idea that the organization. If
not exactly a lawful one, yos whslly benefloent
In its effects on' tho coutty. Tie Bald Knob-
bers say that (heir onjr aotfln that oounty
were the frightening tt jotas Hervale. the
lynching of the Taylor'boyaand the procuring
ot a man to tnvost'gatetho county books.
They bad Intended to uy more, but olrcum-stanc-

arose which, to tlelr regret provonted
their doing anything rforo. They say they
novor whipped any onoond never ordered any
one to leavs the couur, Uy this they mean
that they never did thae things upon a formal
ordor by tho oblef nobber and bis council.
They just did it informally, A gang of a suit-
able size for the J would get together and
make matters unfmfortable for the citizen
who was obnoxlos to them, ana then ride
away and dlspers.

Among tho oitAns who became obnoxious
to the Knobberywere the Coggburn boys, eons
of John Ceggbirn. at the time tho Master ot
thoJJasonio 1lgo of the county, and a man
of excellent ppute. The boys weregood
average boys ven.according to the Bald Knob-
bers, Lots Knobbers bad boye quite on bad.
and somelad worse boys. Like all other
Taney cojhty boys, thoy earried conceuledweapons,nd sometimes fired their guns In
the nubU highway, and yelled In cowboy
fashion. jnntrarr to the statute In suobcaso
made ad provided. Worso than this, how-eve- r,

lrhe Bald Knobber mind, was their
avowe hostility to that order. They even
throaned to shoot It attacked. The Bald
Kaobters determined to hao the boys tis

and punished for carrying oonoealedtresionesad; threatening the lives of citizens.Aiftnw was 0aihr obtained. and mumo?
UWt. Ttb9yrrB5wWOTf,toSpTaI I

y . . -

A larger and mors discreet squad sot the drop
on th Ooggburne, and tb two. wer taken be-
fore a maglstrato and lined ttfi eaoh, which
they paid. This was in the eummor of 1885.

At nbout thin tlmo Capt. Kinney made up his
mind to try the gontlo suasion Of tho Christian
religion. In addition to the halter and revolver,
in lils efforts to promote tho moral and Intel-
lectual growth ot his neighbors. There had
never been a Bundey1 school In Tanoy county
before 1885. nnd Capt Kinney organized tho
first one. It won at tno Oak Orove church, not
far from Forsyth. Capt Kinney, won tho pu- -

Among his nuplls wero tho
oggburn boys. Tho Knobbern say tho ,bpys

wont thoro rolely to sooff. Tho rest of tho
community dony tbK The Coggburns say,
howovor. that they did not see much religion
or solemnity about a Sunday school conducted
by a mon who had hanged two men unlawfully,
shot no ono know bow many mors to death,
and whose chief claim to respectability lay In
the olearnotB of his vision when looking at tho
slnB of others.

That tho Coggburns acted Irreverently la
not disputed, and Robert Cogsburn made blas-
phemous responses during tho Borvlco. Thin
was during tho onrly and conservative) days ot
tho organbatloD. or both boys would havo boon
severely whipped before Monday morning.

A tew weeks later a Sunday school convention
was hold that lastod all day. The Coggburns
had been warned to keep away, but thoy were
not easily frightened, wbllo overy one olse
there was dressed in store clothes, tho Cogg-bur-

wore In their sblrt sleeves. The boys
carried no wenpons themselves, but their sis-to- rs

and sweethearts oarriod several revolver
under their skirts for thom to uso in coso " Old
Klnnoy got mad nt their llttlo joko."

When Cnpt Klnnoy reached tbo church and
oponod the door he fonnd hanging on the Inside
a coat with a llttlo coffin on it nnd ft piece of
paper with a rude sketch ota Bkull and cross-bon- es

pinned beneath it Insldo ot tho oofQn
wash a bit of paper directed "To Old Kinney."
nnd marked within "Pizen" and "Death in
his favorlto rOlo." A buckshot was wrapped
In tho papor.

Ths peoplo crowded into ths building, nnd
Klnnoy ehowod the coffin nnd papers to every
one. The Coggburns snickered audibly. They
colled it q good practical Joke on the Bald
Knobber ohlef. Going to the pulpit Capt Kin-
ney pointed his finger at Andrew Coggburn.
and sold:" Tbo man who did that la hero, and ho will
need n box before I do."

Thoro waa no claptrap about that. It was a
Eromlso that Kinnoy would kill Andy

tho first opportunity that, in Tanoy
county ethics, would warrant tho deed. Evory
ono so understood It, and bad Coggburn shot
Klnnoy dond at any momont thereafter, pro-
vided ho did not shoot from tho brush, thnt
threat would have cloared him boforo any
Missouri court of justlco. Tho throat proved
to bo a propbooy as well ai a warning.

During the exercises of the morning Capt
Kinney made tho little ooffin a text and scorch-
ed the boys verbally for tholr sins. Thore was
a novel spectacle at tho aftornoon services of
this Sunday school oonventloa. Toachersand
pupils camo carrying loadod guns and revol-
vers In tho right hand and tho Gospel In tho
left There wero two mottos on tho walls of
tho church. Ono read " Peace on Earth and
Good Will Townrd Mon," tho other, " God la
Love." A double-barrelle- d shotgun leaned
against tbo wall beneath tho first, and a Ken-
tucky rifie with a broken stock that had boen
mended with wire was benoath tho other.

There wero no converts mado at this mooting.
" Of course we watched each other pretty

closely as time went on when ho was In tho
neighborhood." said Capt. Kinney, in talking of
tho oase afterward. Had this occurred tn tho
Big Sandy region tn Kentucky or West Vir-
ginia, ono or tho other would havo boon shot to
doath from behind tho brush. Business is not
dono In that way here. Tho Ozark mountain-
eer is not a coward by any means, although an
occasional cowardly murder has been com-
mitted. Klnnoy and the Ooccburns wero ot
rookloss courage.

Tftoy met at last arter months of watcnmi-nes- s,

on the night of Fob. 28. 1886. at the namo
plnce the Oak Grove cburoh. Andrew Cogg-
burn and Sam Bnapp, a ebunuwero in attend-
ance nt tho meeting. A Bald Knobber parson
was in tbo pulpit preparing for tho service.
Seeing Coggburn there, a Bald Knobber ran
away to toll Deputy Sheriffs H. and M. Bran-
son that Coggburn was there It they wanted to
arrest him on a warrant they had for him for
shooting at o, man named Andrew Watson
Dome tlmo before. The Bransons wero told
that Coggbnm.was armed.

At tble one of theBranBons sent his son to
toll Kinner. Thelad met Kinney a short dis-
tance away, and Kinney at ones wont home
and got his revolver. Thero are two stories
aboutwhat followed. The opponents ot tho
Bald Knobbers say that Kinney sent In and
called Coggburn out The Knobbers say thatCoggburn hoard that Kinney waB coming and
slipped out with Bam 8napp, and lay In wait in
tho ehndow of th9 building (it was a moonlight
night) for tho Knobbor ohlot

Tho undisputed facts are that Coggburn
came out ot the church with Snapp as Kinney
was bitching his horse. Klrney walked toward
the church door revolver in hand, while Cogg.
burn walked out Into ths moonlight Cogg-
burn Stepped to ono side ot the path ond sold
aloud:" Who Is Ulnl J . ' k

NoVs yer chance." said some one. ," Hold up your handsl" thundered Kinner,
lovelllng his revolver.

Coggburn turned, bin loft side partly toward
the Knobber chief, threw up his left hand, and
with his right drew bis revolver. It was alight-nln- g

motion, but Kinnoy'B finger was quicker.
Pressing the trigger, tho Knobber chief sent a
bullet into Coggburn's loft breast, through bis
heartnnd out under tbo right sbotwer. The
young man was leaning partly forward, but the
impact of the bullet straightened Llin up. and
over he went on his back, dead befiore he struck
the ground. Aa he fell bis revolver, thrown by
bis swaying right arm. flew from als grasp ana
struck on tho gravel twonty fep away behind
him.

The parson In the church was just giving out
the first hymn. It began:

Bweethourof prayer, sweet hour of prays!,
Thy wlnss shall my petition hear.

Tho sweet hour ot prayer was Interrupted by
the report of 'Kinney's pistol, and
later Bam Snapp walkod Into tho church with
hlB hands up and tho rauztlo of Kinney's still
Smoking pistol close to his head. ;Klnnoyhad
held him up the momentOoggbura dropped." That wus one ot the most interesting pas-sag-

of my lifo," said the Bold Knobber in
speaking ot tho homicide afterward. He

camo clear," as thoy say horet easily. A Bald
Knobber Justice ot the Peaeo impanelled a
Bald Knobber Coroner's Jury1 The Bald Knob-
ber chief told his story, not defiantly over tho
butt ot a shotgun, ns his opfonynts have sinoe
said, but In regretful tonoV as became a Sun-
day sohool superintendent' uraer tho clroum- -
Btances.

Sam Snapp was not calledas a witness. He
would not havo beard tie call had it been
made. Ho was not In thesountry. Ho bad in-
voluntarily become nn assisted emigrant The
Knobbers provided tha icslstance.

The Knobber jury heard Kinney's story
and sympathetically.

" He jest done had. Bald the Knobber Jus-
tice when the recltatwas ended, nnd thereupon
tho Knobber jurorr returned u verdict of Jus-
tifiable homicide.?

It is an intoreipr,matter of fact that ths
Knobbers, manof whom were mombersof tho
Mnsonlo ordor were able to wield enough in-
fluence In tbpjodge to expel WorsblpfulMas-to-r

John Cootburn from ths ordor becauso ho
bitterly dor5unced the murder of his son and
the uoqulsfil of the murderer. Tho ties that
bound tl Bald Knobbers wore stronger than
tbo tles'bat bound the Masons In a land wbers
Masons orten do go afoot and barefoot because
it la necessary to helD a brother Mason.

'' CHAPTEB IX.
3 too anxnxa.
The murder of Coggburn nnd the acquittal

of Kinney worked up the courage or rather the
fears of those opposed to ths Bald Knobbers to
a point where they determined to organize an
opposition association, which should be formed
oocordingto the laws of the Btato and with tho
sanction of tho Stato authorities. Thero Is no
doubt in the minds ot both Christian and
Taney county people to whom the reportor
talkod that some of tho men who dotermlnodto organize a mllltla company were thieves
who baa robbed tho county, and wero anxiousto put Kinney down lest ho should disooverwho had burned tbo CourLHouse. On the otherhand, there were men In It who believed thattho condition of the county had been worsosince the Bald Knobbers had organized than itwas before, that moro. crimes had boen com-
mitted and more blood shed, and that matterswere likely to grow.worse rather thon better.The men accused ot the stealing took the load,however.

A secret meeting had been held In tho Btoroof J. B, B. Berry, a violent whohas since figured in n typical Ozark Mountainromance. Tbo meeting resolved Blmply to or-ganizo a mllltla company. This was ut aboutthe lima Buok Morcer was killed, but nothingmore was dono ahoutjt until otter AndrewCoggburn was shot by Kinney.
At this tbo militia, as thoy havs since boen

cnUed. got together again. Sixty men signed
Rh'frreementtoform a mllltla company. andWilliam Miles. Br., was mado Captula of ItAmong Its members wero tbo Bev. Messrs,
Haworth and Everett Dlsclplo ralnlstors. endPennlsqn, a Methodist A petition to Gov.Marmaduko ws drawn up, In which It was al-leged that " Tanoy county Is now enjoying tsea reign of terror from the depredations of aband of mon organized under the name of BaldKnobbers. who ride about tho country at night

terrorize good citizens, many ot whomavo been compelled to abandon their homosand floe from tho country to save their lives."Continuing, the petition sot forth In dotallthe aeta of Bald Knobbers In Taney county,with statomonts colored by prejudice some-what The cltizenB. said the, pell-tio-

had boon compelled to organize a mllltlacompany for the protection of tbo oltlzens oftbo oounty from the depredations ot a mob andfor the enforcement of tho civil law.
Would tho Governor sanation tho organiza-

tion and supply it with arms from the Statearsenal r.
would sea about itnBplteofthesttornpts at secreoy, the Bald

Knobbors held publlo ? te tttmtfUk.
not as Knobbers. but A "eithtens, qusdjKar .,
voters, and taxpayers.'' They resolved S 01
" earnestly protest against tb organization rj i -- m
a military company, (eompoaed.os It Is), be-- Illsving that it will havo n bendenoy to lndt tturmoil nnd causo serious trouble.'. 1

There Is not tho least doubt that th Knob-- '

bore had reasons for this belief. On reason
was that they would have felt bound to turn In
and kill oft the company at the first opportu-
nity otter It was organized. Another, reason
wan, oocordlng to Lewis Robinson, a member
of thn mllltla company, thnt the military com-
pany was organized for tho purpose ot killing
off tha Bold Knobbors. Thayweregolngtob
moderate about It howover that Is. mjderat.

reOznrk ldns, Oaptjrunney.
leputy SheriffJbranaon. WUlIam P. Henaley. J

Bubo Isaacs. Wost Brooks. A. C Kissel, j. T.
Dickinson, and Cot. A. H. Prayther were, to bogathered to thqlr fathora ns spoedtly ou poast-bl- o.

If that didn't servo to. make tho lesserlights ot tho organization burn low. then a
batch of lesser lights wan to be snuffed out.
nnd then another, until tbo organization wan
destroyed. Tbo signal for the slaughter was
to be the expected lynching of William Taylor,
n brother ot the lynched Tubal, and frank
Tavlor, who was In jail for a mur-
der whloh will bo detailed further on.

Nolthor this lynohlng nor tho slaughter Were
ever added to Tanoy oountv'a records. Th
mllltla novor got free guns. After hearing the
mllltla petition and th Bnld Knobbor proUst.
Gov. Mannnduko sent Adjt-Ue- n. J.o. Jnmlson.
n shrewd polltloian. down to Taney oounty to fl
lnvestigato the condition of Ozark Mountain Jp
Booioty. SL

Jamison talked with both sides, and then 1
Sailed a publlo meeting and bad a. potwow. i

a speech thero that tickled the local I
pride Immensely. Then bo nudged Capt Bin--noyfn tbo. ribs, metaphorically 'speaking, and itoldhimthsBaldKnobboreoughttogothrouak A
the form of disbanding. JM

Accordingly, on Saturday. March IL 1883L
moro than COO Bald Knobbers assembled In thj
publlo pqunro at Forsyth, and with the musio
ol a brass band and muob. spoeciunakiiur re-
solved:" That tho organization ot tho Citizens' Com-mltt- eo

be dissolved."
An wns said at tho beginning ot this history.

Capt Klnnoy bad a big head full of nctlvq
brains. That resolution satisfied the Gover--

and the honest citizens who opposed thaSore Knobbora. Of course thero never hoJ
boon any Citizens' Committee organized. Of
course tbo Bald Knob Society continued bnsU
ness at tho old stand-Inform- ally.

CHAPTER X
ia twxBBKBED uokxzto ari maxam

WITH.
Meantime, as already mentlonod. William

Taylor, a brothor ot tho Taylor boys, who were l

lynohed, was lying In tho Oreen county jail
ohargodwitha botnousimnrder. whloh grew I

remotely out ot tho doings of tho Knobbers.
When William's brothers. Tubal and Frank,

wore lynched, the rest of tho Taylor family got
word that tho ollmato would bo moro comfort-abl- o

for thom tn another oounty. They moved,
therefore, to MorlonvlUe, Lawrenoo county, a i

dlstonae of sixty mlloa. William had never '

been wild; he had had a Iovo for books, and i

had gone to school when bo could. H had '
even joined tho Methodist Cfhurolj, But tho
troubles ot the family plunged thom Into deep- -'
or poverty than before, and he was unable to
continue going to Bohool. Then, to mate map--1
tens worso tor him. he fell in lovo with Miss ,

Lois Norman. Although she reciprocated hia
passion, ho could not get tho money necessary" IvS
to set up housekeeping tn suitablo stylo, too 'the lady won tho daughter "of one of the best 9citizens of Lawrenoo oounty." and it would not 1
do to tnko her into a oabin not furnished with i Jt
Store chairs, bed. table, and dishes. To better 21

William determined o&tmardex I (ft
and robberr. . . , , v ,; Tion fob. 27. 1B8G th dnybefoxflOossburn
was murdorod br Capt Klnnoy, It Bhoulrfbo
noticed Taylor hired a Mnrlonvilfe boy named
Mack Dlmmock. who ownod a horse and buggy,
to carry .him over. to tho .old Taylor homo

lildgo. In Tanoy county. Dlmmock had
relatives In Morionville. but had a motherBo In Illinois. Dlmmook and Taylor drove)

out of town In the afternoon. Flvo days laterTaylor drovo back with tbo horso and buggy.
Ho had a bill of sale tor tho outfit written fahis own handwriting, but signed with

a different hand. He said ho
bad given Dlmmock SGO in cash and a noto for
f60 tosnhe rest of the valuo of ths baggy, and
that Dlmmock had gono on to Springfield, and ,

thenao to Illinois. ; j
Mnrionvuie peoplo looked on this with tras A

ploion. Taylor had not had (60 in cash to par JjL
tor tha horso and buggy, and the rlgwaanoS' Mworth above 350 In any ovent StUU nothing; JM
was dono about tt until Mrs. Dlmmock wroto
to a friend In MarlonvUlo to ask about her boy.
Taylor was arrested. Then Deputy Shorlff B,
It Stafford went over Into Taney county, ana
eventually found Dimmook'a body in a. dean
trulqh near Camp Spring, on tho Forsyth road.Taylor had murdered Dimmoak early on thnight of 1'ob, 28. and probably at the Terylioor
that Capt Kinney, the Knobber chleX. was.
Bbootinc Andrew Coggburn to death. 'Had not the killing of Coggburn brought
Adutant-Gener- al Jamleson to Taney county,
thereto no doubt that Taylor, whop, brought
there for trial, would havo. boon lynohed. aabJsbrothers were. What with ths fooling createdby Jamleson's visit and tbo apparent certainty
that Taylor would be convicted anyhow, thoyoung man got a lawful trial. Through ablunder of tha proseoutlon ho wns acquitted.
HU attornoy and friends at once hustled him
??. '.fhe county, and he escaped wholly. ButMiss fiorman refused to havo anything to dowith him. and be left tho country.

Tho oonneetlon between tho Bald Enobberonnd this murder is slight It is this: Had theTaylor boyis not been lynched WUUiTm Taylor
would not have beeomo so novortr striekan. tr.and would novor havo met either MissNqifmna

(2b 6e oo nftnuedU . 1

aVcconmodstaoa OooOsw M
Item Vu cueaao TrOun. H

Clothlnp Btoro Clork (to costoniar "Wills "!
small boyP-Thl- s pveroont will bo just tho thinfor him. It to a little loose now. hot it wlUbSall right for next winter, and savo you buyinc
another. Bless you, I know how theso Tboyo
grow.

Customer But this boy hssnt grown any forflvo yoars. Ho Is a freak In a museum.
Clork (talrinc customer aside My Mentrntell you the truth about those goods. Th stnis

Is callod ."accommodation cosslmere." andshrinks like otlmid girl. That ooat will Ot MiaIn two weeks like the polish on a billiard bell;

It Was tho DeaeMm.
rnm tht narVbrt Tina. '

A funny incident occurred in a Dantrtny
church last Sunday. ThomlnlswrwoatalklnaIn a very solemn manner, and the oongrega- - Jftion was as still as' It possibly could be? Thpreacher was discussing tho social condition sjE
o1. .S0"0' nPa concluded a long eenteneo
wilthi!ti Som.9 ycttprethren. sleep away on
placidly under the terrible dangor of everlast-ing punishment" Thero waa not a sound, andin tbe midst of the stillness a prolonged snoreBounded out loud enough to bo heard ovor thwhole building. What mode It etlll morslaughable was, the toot that it camo from a

n citizen and a deacon of thachurch, who had beeomo drowsy daring thlong dlsoourso and nodded off.

IF YOU WOULD EAT
Totra , 1

Christmas Dinner 1
Wlthont SBthrriag later from K

Indigestion, 1
rrovM yourself with a bex t ths larataaU Z I

(DIOBSTIVB TABLETS.) Ij
Thao est as heartily as you plessa, ef waal ya pltaes. fwith tbe positive assurance that yosr enjoyment wU j
not be marred by any eonseqaeat (listless that cannot
Is lnstanuy relieved by one or two ot tbass tablets. 1

Every Family j
Bhoald keep Peptonizes nana. If yoaor yoorchHlren .V
overeat or suffer from any form of inclfeetloa, one ef AX
thee labiate will promptly correct ths duncnlty. They aKvlare arreeaUe to tb lute ana convenient in fens, mat itKXll
ths only remedy in th world that has been saccsaaf ul 'VSIn curlnc dyspepsia. Thousands e fasUUea art using v ifthem If yoa bava not alrsasy tried thsai. - W'A

tabs tasra at one. I
JOZ.D Bi BKvanrro. I i

Mallac, trspalo, as receipt of yttsa. . l
"e". af MOM. Mi

I


